
RAINWATER RECOVERY

Rainwater collected from a flat roof is a comparable quality to water collected from a tiled roof. There 
are no legal quality standards for the reuse of rainwater. 

1 Rainfall and any environmental parameters

2 Rainwater recovery on the roof (mineral finish,  

  slope, type of ballast, leaf guard, etc.)

3   Rainwater storage (pre-filter, pump filter, etc.)

4 Consumption phase (filters, water application, etc.)

It is generally accepted that rainwater is suitable for the 
following applications:

• Toilet flushing
• Washing machines
• Cleaning
• Watering  the garden

To ensure optimal rainwater recovery via a flat roof, we 
would like to point out a few important considerations.

• Mineralized (with slate or granules) IKO roofing membranes 
are guaranteed to be suitable for rainwater recovery (see 
Buildwise documentation, available on request)

• Only use suitable ballast (gravel without lime) for loose-laid 
systems with ballast

• Improve the quality of runoff rainwater by providing a 
minimum slope of 2%. This limits the influence of external 
contamination (algae formation, leaf accumulation, etc.)

• Periodic roof maintenance provides additional assurance of 
good quality rainwater collection.

• To limit the impact of contamination caused during 
installation, we recommend:
- Only connecting the rainwater drainage system after 6 

months with limited rainfall (in the event of a period of 
intense rainfall, this period may be shortened)

- Completely empty and clean the rainwater drainage system 
after 6 months if the system is connected immediately after 
installation

The above actions will prevent the initial rainwater stored in 
the rainwater reservoir from negatively affecting the quality of 
the new recovered water.

4

3

2

1




